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right to information day 2016 
 

Right to Know Day is held annually on 28 September across 

Australia and throughout the world. The event commenced in 2002 

when countries around the world created a network of Freedom of 

Information Advocates (FOIA Network) and agreed to collaborate in 

promoting individuals’ right of access to information and open, 

transparent governance. The FOI Network proposed that 

28 September be nominated as international “Right to Know Day” in 

order to symbolise the global movement for promoting the right to 

information.  

Right to Know Day has become much bigger than a right of access. 

It is a day on which citizens, governments and organisations around 

the world promote open, accountable and transparent government. 

Queensland marks this occasion as Right to Information Day, in 

acknowledgment of the Right to Information Act 2009 (Qld) 

(RTI Act) and its contribution to facilitating greater and easier 

access to government-held information, including datasets. The 

Right to Information improves public administration and increases 

community participation in government. 

 

About us  

The Office of the Information Commissioner (OIC) is Queensland’s 

independent statutory body with statutory functions under the RTI 

Act and the Information Privacy Act 2009 (Qld) to promote access 

to government-held information, and to protect people’s personal 

information held by the public sector. 

OIC provides information, assistance and advice to support 

Queensland public sector agencies to comply with the law, reviews 

agency decisions regarding access and amendment applications, 

monitors and reports to the Queensland Parliament on agency 

performance and mediates privacy complaints. 

Need assistance? The OIC Enquiry Service is can be contacted on:  

(07) 3234 7373 - 1800 OIC QLD (1800 642 753) 

enquiries@oic.qld.gov.au 

Extensive information resources are also available on our website.

http://www.linkedin.com/company/office-of-the-information-commissioner-queensland-?trk=company_name
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become a right to information day partner

This year the Office of the Information Commissioner (OIC), Queensland, is encouraging agencies and  

private sector organisations to become a Right to Information Day partner and in the lead up to 28 September 

help promote information rights and responsibilities in Queensland.  

The theme this year is: 

 

Open government in action. 

 

This is a great opportunity to show your organisation’s commitment to right to information  

including greater openness, transparency and accountability in government.  

Becoming a partner is easy and it’s free. 

 

http://www.linkedin.com/company/office-of-the-information-commissioner-queensland-?trk=company_name
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what does it involve? 

 

 

 

partners pledge to: 

 

 share RTI and open government messages with staff and stakeholders through their website, intranet and 

other channels during the RTI Day 2016 campaign 

 celebrate success stories and good initiatives that demonstrate open government in action and how 

effective RTI is achieved within your agency, and promote other case studies on our website  

 promote their commitment to the principles of open government during the campaign 

 remind staff of their responsibilities and obligations under the RTI Act 

 inform OIC of the activities conducted for Right to Information Day 2016 

 

a 'partner' means 
supporting RTI and 
open government 
activities during the 
campaign

sending messages to
staff & stakeholders, 
sharing on social media 
& taking part in events

there are no financial or 
legal obligations. All we 
need is a commitment 
to help spread the 
message about RTI.

http://www.linkedin.com/company/office-of-the-information-commissioner-queensland-?trk=company_name
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partner benefits 

 
Right to Information Day partners will be acknowledged wherever possible, for example: 

 partner logos will be displayed on OIC’s website and include a link back to the partner’s website  

 partners can display an official Right to Information Day partner logo on their website or promotional 

material 

 partners will be referred to collectively in media releases, editorial and at the Solomon Lecture 

 partners will receive a letter of thanks from the Information Commissioner 

  

 

We will provide ‘Official Partner’ identifiers to partner agencies 

for use on their website and on any printed promotional material 

during their Right to Information Day activities. 

Contacts in partner agencies will also receive direct 

communications about Right to Information Day through 

a partner email list. 

 

http://www.linkedin.com/company/office-of-the-information-commissioner-queensland-?trk=company_name
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partner resources 
 

A range of Right to Information Day resources will be available, such as: 

 RTI infographics 

 YouTube animation 

 Posters 

 Brochures 

 Case studies 

 Web badges and banners 

 Social media images 

 Internal and external communication material 

  
Sample of badges and logos:  

http://www.linkedin.com/company/office-of-the-information-commissioner-queensland-?trk=company_name
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right to information day 

events 
The Solomon Lecture 

Right to Information Day includes the Solomon Lecture 

named in honour of Dr David Solomon, the Chair of the 

Independent FOI Review Panel appointed by the State 

Government to review Queensland's Freedom of Information 

laws in 2007 – 08. Dr Solomon delivered the inaugural 2009 

lecture. The Solomon Lecture has been given by Don Watson, 

regarding the “Accessibility of public language”, Dr Nicholas 

Gruen on “Government in the age of Web 2.0: Connect, 

Engage, Innovate” and Professor Geoff Gallop on “Is integrated 

government possible?” Professor Anna Stewart presented a 

lecture entitled “Finding gold in mountains of administrative 

data”. In 2014 Ms Anni Rowland-Campbell explored 

government in the age of the “social machine” and in 2015 

Professor Richard Mulgan examined a number of reasons given 

for resisting greater disclosure.          

View past Solomon Lectures at www.youtube.com/qldoic    

2016 Solomon Lecture  

This year the lecture will be delivered by Professor Anne 

Tiernan, Director, Policy Innovation Hub, Griffith University.  

A political scientist, with earlier careers 

in government in the Commonwealth 

and Queensland, and in teaching and 

consultancy, Anne is respected for her 

independent, professional and 

research-informed analysis and 

commentary on national politics, public 

administration and public policy. 

Anne is author and co-author of five books including: Lessons 

in Governing: A Profile of Prime Ministers’ Chiefs of Staff, The 

Gatekeepers: Lessons from Prime Ministers’ Chiefs of 

Staff, Learning to be a Minister: Heroic Expectations, Practical 

Realities, Power Without Responsibility: Ministerial Staffers in 

Australian Governments from Whitlam to Howard, Caretaker 

Conventions in Australasia: Minding the Shop for 

Government. With Julianne Schultz, Anne edited Fixing the 

System, the most recent edition of Griffith Review. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.linkedin.com/company/office-of-the-information-commissioner-queensland-?trk=company_name
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jO6IbHukV6c&list=UU6SB5Z1iLiU_xf6XE-3sq9A&index=5&feature=plcp
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jO6IbHukV6c&list=UU6SB5Z1iLiU_xf6XE-3sq9A&index=5&feature=plcp
http://www.youtube.com/qldoic
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2016 Solomon Lecture 

Collaboration in Place: The central role of information and data in securing Queensland’s future prosperity 

After more than a quarter of a century of almost continuous growth and prosperity, Australia confronts an uncertain 

economic future. Like other advanced nations, our expectations and our public policy settings will need to adjust to the 

realities of an international context characterised by low growth and falling living standards. And growing inequality? 

But if the last seven years are any indication, the prospects for reform and change look grim. Australia’s politics has 

been notable for its volatility and hyper-partisanship, played out in one-term governments, rapid turnover among political 

leaders, growing and falling support for the major parties. The federal election of 2 July 2016 only confirmed the widely 

shared sense that a deep malaise has afflicted our politics – fuelling voter disengagement and undermining public trust 

in our public institutions and political processes. 

Far from the elite debate, however, something quite different is happening. Across the country, and particularly in 

Queensland, a range of exciting, community-led collaborations, like the Logan Together initiative are demonstrating how 

open innovation practices can catalyse and drive social change. Networks of partners from all tiers of government, the 

community and private sectors, and from universities, are using evidence and data to re-imagine the provision of human 

services.  

At a time when place is recognised as fundamental to innovation and the knowledge economy (Deloitte 2016), could 

locally-responsive approaches premised on collaboration between individuals, communities, businesses and 

governments provide the key to our future prosperity and to rebuilding trust in public processes and institutions?  

Professor Anne Tiernan will explore these questions in the 2016 Solomon Lecture. She will argue that strategic 

investments in knowledge infrastructure and the favourable policy environment created by Queensland’s Right to 

Information laws give our state a unique capacity to realise the many benefits - democratic, economic, social and 

environmental, that might flow from more collaborative, community-led and data-informed public policies. Professor 

Tiernan will identify the formidable barriers and impediments to be overcome, the commitment and leadership that will 

be demanded of all players, if we are to seize these opportunities for Queensland and Queenslanders. 
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right to information day events
 

The Solomon Lecture 

OIC will host the Solomon Lecture at The Edge, Southbank, on Wednesday 28 September 2016, 8.30-10.30am. 

The lecture will be livestreamed to ensure all Queenslanders have the opportunity to be involved. Further details 

are included in the event invitation.   
 

RTI practitioner forum Tuesday 27 September 2016 

The forum will feature a number of presentations about developments in right to information practices across 

Queensland government.  

 

Right to Information Day partners will be acknowledged at these events. 

We will share more information and updates about the program, resources and partner agencies. 

 

Host your own event 

You may wish to organise your own event for Right to Information Day. We have printable posters, brochures 

and other resources to support agencies’ activities. 

http://www.linkedin.com/company/office-of-the-information-commissioner-queensland-?trk=company_name
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key messages

 

  

It's more than just a 
right to access 

government-held 
information. 

Understand and 
explore the 

possibilities of open 
government.

Building confidence 
and trust through 

better service delivery

Open government 
promotes greater 

openness, 
transparency and 
accountability in 

government. 

http://www.linkedin.com/company/office-of-the-information-commissioner-queensland-?trk=company_name
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how we’ll communicate
 

 

 

 

  

 
 

 
 
   www.oic.qld.gov.au 
 
 

 

 
 
www.youtube.com/qldoic 

 

                  
 
@qld_oic   #RTID2016   #RTKD2016 

 

       
 
partner announcements 
 
 
 

 

        
 
               media 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

RTI practitioners network 
 

http://www.linkedin.com/company/office-of-the-information-commissioner-queensland-?trk=company_name
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how you can get involved 

 

spread the message  

to staff and stakeholders – through website, intranet, email or other communication channels 

 

attend or host events 

to mark Right to Information Day – either in person or online 

 

distribute material  

such as posters, brochures, infographics, and information sheets 

 

join the discussion 

on social media – by posting your own RTI and open government messages and using the official Right to 

Information Day hashtags #RTID2016 and #RTKD2016 (some jurisdictions refer to it as Right to Know Day) 

http://www.linkedin.com/company/office-of-the-information-commissioner-queensland-?trk=company_name
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become a partner or find out more

 
All you need to do to become a Right to Information Day partner is send an email to: events@oic.qld.gov.au 

requesting to join the 2016 RTI Day partner program. Include the contact details of an agency representative so 

we can communicate with you about RTI Day activities and send you exclusive RTI Day partner resources and 

information.   

Also you can attach your agency’s logo for display on our dedicated partner’s webpage. Logos should be 

provided in colour jpeg format at 300 dpi (hi-res). 

 

Need more information?

Please contact Charlotte Young at the Office of the Information Commissioner on  

(07) 3405 3074 or charlotte.young@oic.qld.gov.au   

 

http://www.linkedin.com/company/office-of-the-information-commissioner-queensland-?trk=company_name
mailto:events@oic.qld.gov.au
mailto:charlotte.young@oic.qld.gov.au

